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In partnership with The Repository, every Monday, Stark Community Foundation is

highlighting positive happenings in our community. Here’s to Good News Mondays!

Stark County Mental Health & Addiction Recovery (Stark MHAR), Drug Free Stark

County, the Opiate Task Force of Stark County and the Stark County Sheriff’s

Office offered a Drug Take Back Day earlier this month.

Fourteen locations across Stark County were staffed with officers and volunteers collecting

expired, unwanted or unused medications for safe disposal. Both prescriptions and over-

the-counter medications were accepted anonymously — no questions were asked and any

personal information was removed from the packaging. 

In addition to encouraging safe disposal, this event is an important part of drug misuse

prevention. It is estimated that eight of 10 teens who misuse prescription drugs get them

from friends or relatives, showing how crucial it is to regularly clean out cabinets and

cupboards to help eliminate the risk of misuse.

Although Drug Take Back Day has passed, residents can dispose of their unwanted

medication at any time by utilizing one of Stark County’s 18 permanent drug collection

boxes located at police departments across the county, free of charge.

Since 2010, more than 38,000 pounds of unneeded or expired medication and needles

have been collected during Stark County’s Drug Take Back Days, and an additional 32,000

pounds have been safely disposed of through the drug collection boxes. To learn more

about collection box locations, visit www.starkmhar.org.

As the community’s trusted partner in giving, Stark Community Foundation helps

individuals, families, businesses and nonprofits achieve their philanthropic goals
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through a variety of charitable funds and strategic initiatives. Ranked in the top 10

percent of community foundations in the country, the Foundation and its family of

donors have granted $200 million to nonprofits since 1963. Learn how you can simplify

your giving and amplify your impact at www.starkcf.org.
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