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Federal funding boost helps Stark County
fight drug crisis
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Overdoses are on the rise in Stark County and leaders in the fight against the opioid crisis
continue to look for ways to address the deadly foe.

"We continue to see them rise this calendar year," said Allison Esber, systems initiative
manager at Stark County Mental Health & Addiction Recovery. "Our numbers fluctuate and
we saw a decrease a few years ago, but they are on the rise again this year."

Across the state and nationwide, drug-related overdoses have jumped, Esber said, due to
fentanyl still in the opioid supply and because the synthetic pain killer continues to be added
to other substances.

Officials hope providing access to treatment and recovery support services can help. They
will use federal dollars funneled through the state to continue their efforts.

New money

Gov. Mike DeWine recently announced the state received $76,534,000 in federal aid to
combat the drug crisis.

Of that funding, $58,884,000 is going to local mental health and addiction services board to
collaborate with community partners to focus on substance abuse and mental illness. Stark
County's share is $442,680.

The funding is part of Ohio's share of the $96 million in federal State Opioid Response 2.0
funding.

Officials said the money comes at a time when many communities are seeing spikes in the
demand for behavioral health services.

https://www.indeonline.com/
https://www.indeonline.com/staff/5761086002/amy-l-knapp/


2/15/2021 Federal funding will aid Stark in fight against drug crisis

https://www.indeonline.com/story/news/2020/12/26/federal-funding-aid-stark-fight-against-drug-crisis/3956769001/ 2/3

In Stark County, the money will continue to enhance efforts taken on by Stark County Mental
Health & Addiction Recovery and its partners, Esber said, including to help local emergency
departments link patients with needed services.  

Some of the funding will be funneled to Canton-based AVO Behavioral Health and
Recovery to facilitate recovery services.

"We know access (to services) is so vital," Esber said. "When a person is ready for treatment,
it is important that treatment is ready for them as well as recovery support. We recognize
that after they start on the recovery process they need to have the tools and support to
continue through their recovery process."

The agency wants to eliminate potential barriers that could derail a person in recovery. 

Pandemic woes

Officials believe the pandemic has played a part in the rising number of overdoses. A number
of factors can contribute, including isolation and those in recovery having less opportunities
for meetings or counseling.

Esber said local agencies providing treatment such as detox, residential treatment,
medication assistance, counseling and peer support continue to operate. Some may be
altering the way they provide services.

"Some have had changes, but the local service providers have stepped up to the plate to offer
services," she said. 

Allyson Rey, Stark MHAR director of marketing, communications and community relations,
said throughout the pandemic they have encouraged people to seek help for their mental
wellness. 

"It's not necessarily a diagnosis or that you think something is wrong, but you need tools to
cope in these times, tools you didn't need before," Rey said.

It's a great time to get connected and talk to somebody to improve mental wellness, she
said. Providers are making it easier via telehealth appointments. 

"With social distancing people have been more isolated and we encourage them to reach out
to people for their mental health and wellness," Esber added.

Reach Amy at 330-775-1135 or amy.knapp@indeonline.com.
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