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A new cybersecurity program, soccer field upgrades and
more mental health help will be offered this school year.

NORTH CANTON The Canton Repository spoke with the leaders at each of

Stark County’s public school districts to see what changes the new school year
will bring.

Here’s what students in the North Canton City School District will see when
they return to class this week:

New career tech programs

Hoover High School will offer a new cybersecurity career-technical program to
sophomores, juniors and seniors. It will teach students computer concepts and
skills, as well as focus on safety, security and ethical issues surrounding the use of
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technology. Students will learn the components of cybersecurity, such as the
security of the network infrastructure, and the role each plays in preventing,
detecting and mitigating vulnerabilities and attacks.

Students in Hoover’s culinary arts program now can cook and sell food from the
program’s new food truck. It’s the first food truck for a high school culinary
program in Stark County. The Traveling Tri-Star will be operated by the senior
students, who are learning menu planning, catering, marketing and management
techniques while also honing their kitchen skills. The truck is scheduled to
participate in various community events throughout the year.

Facility upgrades

New windows and heating, ventilating and air conditioning components were
installed at North Canton Middle School. The upgrades are expected to help
lower utility bills.

The field that has been home to the boys and girls soccer program since the
1990s is getting an artificial turf and a new scoreboard. Besides soccer, the field
will host boys and girls lacrosse starting with the spring 2020 season. Private
donations funded the upgrades.

New faces

Jill Lauter has been named the district’s new food service director, succeeding Jan
Williams, who has taken a position in the Louisville City School District. Lauter
has worked for the district for 15 years, most recently as Hoover’s head cook.

Gary Kandel is the new principal of Clearmount Elementary. Kandel, who
succeeds Matt Ile, previously served as special services director for Lake Local
Schools.

Steve Viscounte, a 1982 Hoover graduate and former United Local
superintendent, will be the new security monitor at Hoover. He replaces Kim
Cooksey, who retired at the end of last school year.

More mental health help
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The district is expanding its partnership with the Stark County Mental Health &
Addiction Recovery and CommQuest to provide licensed mental health
counselors. Last year, three mental health counselors were in the district for 12
days per week. This year, they will serve students in the district 13 days a week:
four days at Hoover, four days at the middle school, a half day at Greentown, two
days at Orchard Hill, 1.5 days at Clearmount and one day at Northwood.

Reach Repository sta�f writer Kelli Weir at 330-580-8339 or kelli.weir@cantonrep.com.
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