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The number of drug samples that tested positive for meth
doubled from 2017 to 2018.

CANTON When local police seize suspected drugs, more and more of those samples are

testing positive for methamphetamine.

The Canton-Stark County Crime Lab in 2018 detected methamphetamine in almost twice
as many samples as in the year before, according to the lab’s annual report released Friday.

“I think we expected an increase in meth because of the trend, the trend was changing, and
it was going to be a little bigger, but I was still a little surprised it was that big,” said Jay
Spencer, a forensic scientist at the lab.

The 1,047 samples positive for methamphetamine were almost 20 times the number of
samples in 2012.
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Drug landscape

The lab found marijuana and its derivatives in 30 percent of the 5,236 samples it tested last
year. Twenty percent of samples tested positive for methamphetamine, cocaine or opioids.

Some samples tested positive for more than one substance.

The lab had 1,140 samples test positive for marijuana and its derivatives, a 59 percent
increase from 2017.

Spencer said that could be due to an influx of items that are legal in other states, but not in
Ohio.

Crime lab meth samples

Methamphetamine has shown up in more samples tested by the Canton-Stark County
Crime Lab.

Source: Canton-Stark County Crime Lab
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The lab noted a slight increase in samples positive for cocaine or crack and a slight decrease
in samples positive for opioids.

The lab’s statistics correlate with trends the Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network
documented last year.

OSAM interviews treatment professionals, police and individuals in treatment programs,
and combines that information with data from state agencies, such as Ohio Department of
Public Safety and Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, to track drug trends. The latest
report available for the Akron-Canton region covers the first half of last year.

The report noted increased availability of methamphetamine in Stark, Tuscarawas, Carroll,
Summit and Portage counties.

Some people were using methamphetamine and opioids simultaneously, while others had
switched from opioids to meth because they were afraid of overdosing or they were on
Vivitrol, a drug that blocks opioids from affecting the brain.

A half-gram of methamphetamine sold in the region for $20 to $30, according to the report.

Lt. Victor George, of the Canton Police Department’s Special Investigation Unit, said
methamphetamine activity has been building the past couple of years. Drug users are drawn
to methamphetamine because it costs less than heroin and users perceive it as less
dangerous.

“I don’t think (methamphetamine has) surpassed heroin but it’s probably on its way,”
George said.

Focusing on addiction

Stark County Mental Health and Addiction Recovery has been monitoring trends in the use
of methamphetamine and cocaine, and the county Opiate Task Force has looked at
expanding its focus to include other substances of abuse, said Allison Esber, Stark MHAR
systems initiative manager.

The number of individuals seeking treatment at Stark MHAR-funded agencies for
amphetamine-use disorder increased from 34 in state fiscal year 2012 to 122 in 2018.

But more individuals sought treatment for cocaine-use disorder (215), alcohol-use disorder
(1,348) and opioid-use disorder (1,539) last year.
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“We know that there always tends to be a substance of choice throughout history, but the
underlying theme is that addiction is addiction, whether it’s with meth, opiates, alcohol or
another type of substance,” Esber said.

The medication-assisted treatment used extensively to treat opioid use-disorder doesn’t
work for methamphetamine and cocaine, but other strategies are successful, and Stark
MHAR is looking to train local treatment providers on a state-promoted model that has
good outcomes with meth, Esber said.

Reach Shane at 330-580-8338 or shane.hoover@cantonrep.com

On Twitter: @shooverREP
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Toledo
Region•likely decreased
availability of Ecstasy• DEA and BCI repo�ed increase in number of
bath salts cases; bath saltschemically altered and
re-branded• Despite decreased availability of Ecstasy,
Ecstasy-like substances (2CE and2CB)
available• DEA repo� everal mobile
methamphetamine labs,manufacture through “one-pot” and
“shake-and-bake” methods

Cleveland
Region• Increased availability of heroin; likely increased
availability of Ecstasy,high-grade marijuana and methamphetamine; likely
decreased availability ofbath
salts• In Cleveland, heroin is now commonly available
through anonymous
•

• Purest form of Ecstasy (aka “Molly”) becoming
more available as knowledgeof drug
grows

Dayton
Region• Decreased availability
of Ecstasy;likely increased
availability of heroinand Suboxone®; likely
decreasedavailability of
crack cocaine•
heroin has reached
“epidemic”not used personally
repo�ed friendsand family
who have• Free “testers” of
heroin remainavailable in Dayton
which makes itfor users to avoid

the drug
• Increased availability of
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Akron-Canton
Region• Increased
availability of
opioids and
Suboxone®; likelyincreased availability of
crack cocaineand
heroin• Methamphetamine
thought tohave increased due to
more peoplewith knowledge of
“one-pot” or“shake-and-bake”
method ofmanufacture
•
50 percent of all drug-
related deathsaccording to
coroner’
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