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By The Canton Repository Editorial Board
Posted Apr 14, 2019 at 5:40 AM

Nowhere in Stark County will voters see more than a smattering of names and
issues on their May 7 election ballot.

The paucity of candidates running in contested primaries — perhaps a topic for
another day — and a smaller than usual number of issues this cycle mean some
people who go to the polls will be deciding only a couple of outcomes.

That small number, however, cannot be an excuse to say, “I’ll just sit this one
out.” Not when the results can be — no hyperbole here — a matter of life and
death.

Levies for police and fire services certainly fit that description, but no single issue
on the May 7 ballot means as much to the lives of as many Stark County
residents as the renewal request from Stark County Mental Health and Recovery.

Issue 11 on the countywide ballot seeks to continue for 10 more years the 1-mill
levy StarkMHAR has relied on since 1988 for nearly half of the funds it uses to
respond to day-to-day local needs and unpredictable crises.

Funding for StarkMHAR helps to support its direct work with clients. A portion
also is funneled to several network agencies that provide assistance in the mental
health, recovery counseling and addiction treatment areas, including Child &
Adolescent Behavior, CommQuest, NAMI Stark County and Pathway Caring for
Children, just to name a few.

Together these agencies, numbering more than a dozen, work on the front lines
in myriad ways to: improve access to mental health treatment and provide
quality care, fight the opioid addiction crisis and prevent suicides across all age
groups, among many other initiatives.
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The work in suicide prevention has been a particular challenge for StarkMHAR
and its partners over the past year as the county dealt with a “contagion” of
suicide ideation and attempts at self-harm among our youth. Additional
resources have been directed toward all school districts in the county, with the
agency increasing the number of days that schools receive mental health services
as one example.

Other strategies StarkMHAR is implementing include increasing the availability
of its Mobile Response unit, increasing its “Mental Health First Aid” training,
developing a firearms safety program — secure any weapon in your home! — and
establishing more support groups.

There’s so much going on at StarkMHAR, we can barely scratch the surface here.
You can learn more at StarkMHAR.org.

Let us say simply: Now it’s time for each of us to assist StarkMHAR’s efforts to
improve the lives of thousands of county residents each year — by casting a vote
in favor of keeping a vital funding stream flowing.

The 1-mill levy costs $28 annually for each $100,000 in taxable property value.
This measure is NOT a tax increase.

Is it worth a couple of bucks a month to improve the quality of life across Stark
County? To save a life? Many lives?

Those questions should evoke easy answers.

Without reservation or hesitation, we urge voters to renew StarkMHAR’s
countywide levy, Issue 11 on the May 7 ballot.

https://starkmhar.org/

