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Stark County Coroner ruled that 75 people died from accidental 
drug overdoses last year.

CANTON Deaths from accidental drug overdoses declined in Stark County for a second year 

in a row during 2018.

The Stark County Coroner’s Office ruled that 75 people died from accidental overdoses; nearly 
three-fourths of the deaths were attributed to opioids.

“I think that it’s great that our fatalities are down,” said Allison Esber, systems initiative 
manager for Stark County Mental Health and Addiction Recovery. “As always, that’s one piece 
of the puzzle.”

Stark overdoses dropped for second year in 2018



A peak and two drops

Fueled by opioids — painkillers, heroin, fentanyl and carfentanil — overdose deaths began to 
rise in 2014 and peaked at 119 deaths in 2016 before dropping to 87 deaths in 2017.

The downward trend continued in 2018, which also saw the lowest percentage of deaths 
attributed to opioids since 2012.



Details on all of the drugs involved in last year’s deaths and the locations of overdoses were not 
immediately available.

Stark MHAR Executive Director John Aller said increased use of the overdose antidote 
naloxone by law enforcement, more access to medication-assisted treatment, including from 
physicians and for-profit providers, and more awareness of opioids and addiction have played a 
role in reducing deaths.

“Any loss of life is too many, and while we’re pleased with the trend down again this year, we 
continue to work on the issue as a community,” Aller said.

Cindy Koumoutzis, executive director of OhioCAN, a group that advocates for families 
affected by addiction and promotes harm reduction strategies, said the friends and family 
members of overdose victims are increasingly using naloxone before police or medics arrive.

And based on conversations with participants in Canton City Public Health’s syringe exchange, 
where she volunteers, Koumoutzis said some people are testing their drugs for fentanyl before 
using or using slower than they did in the past.



Continuing threat

Despite the decrease in fatalities, opioids and addiction continue to be a problem.

The number of people seeking treatment at Stark MHAR funded agencies continues to grow, 



which shows there’s a need for treatment in the community, Esber said.

Also, more people are using cocaine and methamphetamine, which can be laced with synthetic 
opioids, leading to overdoses, she said.

Koumoutzis said she knows of five men and women who were in recovery but who died in the 
last couple of weeks.

“I think it gives a lot of people a false sense of security because they believe we’re on the 
downward trend of this, but if you look at Ohio as a whole, we’re not,” Koumoutzis said.

“I don’t think we can celebrate recovery or success until we really see a decline and see long-
term recovery,” she added.
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