
is thankful that help from her 
community is easing the journey. 

What has Katie been up to since 
receiving her scholarship? We 
recently caught up with her to learn 
more. Katie says:

 “Shortly after receiving my 
scholarship in June of 2017, I 
transitioned from being a residential 
technician at CommQuest’s 
Deliverance House to becoming a 
counselor at CommQuest’s BRIGHT 
House. 

“I currently work with adolescent 
females who are struggling with 
substance use. I have also begun my 
master’s program at Kent State in 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling. 
Receiving this scholarship has 
helped in many ways. As you can 
imagine, beginning a new, full-time 
job while also beginning my master’s 
program can be a highly stressful 
time. With this scholarship, I was 
able not to worry so much about 
how I was going to pay for school 
but could focus more on what I was 
doing in school.

“Due to being able to focus on 
school, my grades qualified me to 
join the international counselor’s 
honor society, Chi Sigma Iota. I will 
be inducted into the honor society 
this spring. I plan to continue to my 
career in the field of counseling, 
and I am excited for where the 
future is going to take me. One of 
my most favorite topics to discuss 
with my young clients is their 
future education. Completing my 
bachelor’s degree came with great 
struggle in the beginning; I love to 
share my experiences with them and 
be an example that you can do it! I 
hope to continue to be an example 
to young people that college is 
doable and remind them that 
financial help is out there.”

On June 2, 2017, 
Katie Evans was 
recognized at the 
annual StarkMHAR 
Leadership Breakfast
as the recipient of the 2017 StarkMHAR 
Workforce Development Scholarship. 

Having earned her bachelor’s 
from Kent State University in Human 
Development and 
Family Studies, Katie’s 
dream is to complete 
her master’s studies 
and obtain a full-
time position as 
a counselor in a 
residential facility. 

Katie knows firsthand how the disease 
of addiction changes a person’s mind. 
“Watching my boyfriend in active 
addiction,” she explains, “I became 

fascinated with how much a drug or 
substance can change every aspect of a 
person.” 

Katie further explains: “Throughout 
my personal life, I have been touched 
by the hardships of addiction. Multiple 
family members and my boyfriend, of 
several years, have all suffered from 
this terrible disease. I have had to stand 
by someone and watch their whole 
life unravel time and time again. By 
continuing my education in this field, I 
hope to gain more knowledge on how 

to help a person pick up 
the pieces of their life 
and start anew.”

Katie is grateful for the 
timing of the StarkMHAR 
Workforce Development 
Scholarship; the 
scholarship helps meet 
funding needs at the 

start of her master’s program. Struggling 
with finances, Katie admits she is more 
than willing to go into debt to make 
her dreams come true; however, she 

“I really hope to help 
people find their 
true selves and put 
that addicted self 
behind them.”
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Young People

Spring 2017 Workforce Development Scholarship recipient Katie Evans pictured with StarkMHAR Board President (2017-
2018), Chief Andrew Turowski and StarkMHAR Executive Director, John R. Aller
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