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Be strong and believe in yourself.

That is the message Khori Turpin wants other teens to hear. He is a victim of bullying, so much so, when he was 9, the
bully he faced put him in the hospital, severely wounded and needing a hip replacement.

If his last name sounds familiar, it is because he is the great-great-great nephew of Ira Turpin, a McKinley High School and
William McKinley School of Law graduate who went on to serve as a judge for Stark Common Pleas Court and the 5th
District Court of Appeals.

Being bullied

“I don’t want others to go through what I did when I was younger,” said the young man who is now 15. “No one should
have to go through that, but if they are being bullied, it is important they tell someone they trust and seek help before it is
too late.”

Khori Turpin was at a neighborhood park in Georgia, where his family now lives, when he met his bully. At first, he said,
the kid seemed nice.

“When I was younger, I was a very outdoors kind of person,” he said. “I enjoyed playing outside with other kids. I didn’t
live in the best town or neighborhood and kids made fun of me because I talked proper and refused to do things that would
get me into trouble.”

He had one really good friend “that was pretty cool, then I met this other guy who seemed nice, too. We played football and
had a good time together.”

It was only temporary, though, and soon, young Khori found out the kid wasn’t so nice.

“One day he just started picking on me and my other friends,” he said. “I
don’t know why he picked on me, but it got so bad, one day he beat me up
and started kicking me.”

Khori found himself in the hospital with a severe, life-long hip injury due to
the beating.

“He was only 9 years old,” said his mother, Tisha Turpin-Hagues. “They
asked Khori if he wanted to be a part of their gang and when he said no,
they told him they would ‘beat him down.’ Those are their words.”

It was the leader of the gang, the one who pretended to be his friend, who
attacked him the second time, the one who severely fractured Khori’s left
hip.

“He is too young for a total hip replacement. He will have to wait until he is in his 20s,” said Turpin-Hagues.

In the meantime, she sai8d, “He cannot participate in any contact sports and is limited even in his walking. Khori has a
deficiency of three inches on his left side because of what that bully did to him.”

Lion at heart

The family moved from that area as soon as they could and are now living in a safer environment, but the memories still
haunt them. Rather than be depressed over his circumstances, he has chosen to help others.
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Khori, his mother and sister have put together a book about bullying, “Be a Lion at Heart.” His sister illustrated it for him.
The book is self-published and is available on Amazon.

In it, he tells his story, noting that it has not been an easy journey for him, but because of it, he is stronger. He has also
created a safe social environment website, https://www.thesocialencouragementnetwork.com/. It launched in April.

His message for bullies is clear.

“If you are the bully, know that you are affecting the lives of more than your victim,” Khori wrote in his book. “You are
affecting entire families. Stop what you are doing and seek help from someone you can trust, and ‘Be a Lion at Heart.’”

In addition to the website and book, Khori’s family also started the Khori Turpin’s Go Fund Me Page to support anti-

bullying in schools.

Reach Denise at 330-580-8321 or denise.sautters@cantonrep.com 
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