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HOPE AWARDS NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED ONLINE THROUGH AUG. 9 
5 categories to recognize people and organizations advancing behavioral health in Stark County; 

Awards to be presented at StarkMHAR Leadership Breakfast Sept. 16 
 
Stark County, OH (July 28, 2016) – Presented annually by Stark County Mental Health & Addiction 
Recovery, the HOPE Awards honor people and organizations who are making strides and influencing 
change to advance behavioral health in Stark County. Five categories are available to honor people and 
organizations who are making outstanding contributions in mental health and addiction recovery: 
Community Champion, Advocate of the Year, Young Advocate of the Year, Professional of the Year and 
the Innovation Award. To find out more about award criteria and to nominate online by Aug. 9, visit 
StarkMHAR.org/Awards. 

Last year StarkMHAR introduced the HOPE Awards to recognize community members and exceptional 
work in intervention, treatment, recovery, innovation and reducing social stigma. This year awards will be 
presented at the Annual Conference Leadership Breakfast on September 16, 2016. 

The StarkMHAR Leadership Breakfast will feature a breakfast keynote, “Philadelphia Lessons Learned: 
Systemwide Service Integration of Behavioral Health Care,” presented by Roland Lamb, Deputy 
Commissioner Strategic Planning and Innovation Division of Philadelphia, PA. The half-day event will 
include additional presentations on managing change in health care and a state-of-the-agency address by 
StarkMHAR Executive Director John Aller. The StarkMHAR Leadership Breakfast event is being 
sponsored by Schauer Group and Molina Healthcare. Education credits such as CEUs and RCHs are 
pending for applicable sessions. 

Administrators, directors and clinicians from health and human service providers, in addition to medical 
professionals, community business leaders, elected officials and more, are invited. The event begins at 7:30 
a.m. and will be held at Walsh University Barrette Center located at 2020 East Maple St. in Canton. Cost is 
$20 to attend. Registration and a buffet breakfast is included. Register online at 
http://StarkMHAR.org/event/annual-conference-leadership-breakfast. 

### 
 
About Stark County Mental Health & Addiction Recovery 
Stark County Mental Health & Addiction Recovery is a multi-faceted organization of expert professionals, dedicated volunteers 
and concerned community leaders close to mental health and addiction needs right here at home. StarkMHAR is responsible for 
planning, funding and monitoring public mental health and addiction prevention, early intervention and treatment services 
delivered to the residents of Stark County. It is one of approximately 50 boards coordinating the public behavioral health system 
across Ohio. StarkMHAR also advocates for residents with behavioral health issues at both the local and state levels and 
provides educational opportunities for local providers and other community stakeholders. For more online about the work of 
StarkMHAR, visit www.StarkMHAR.org. 
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