
   In 2011, the MHRS Board provided funding 
to begin a pilot program at Quest for the use 
of Buprenorphine (brand name Suboxone). 
Buprenorphine is a partial opioid agonist and is 
one of several medications that is used in the 
treatment of opiate dependence.
   In December 2015, the Board is reviewing a 
proposal to fund the use of Naltrexone (brand 
name Vivitrol) injections.  Naltrexone is a once 
per month injectable medication that acts as 
an opioid antagonist medication to treat opiate 
dependence as well as alcohol dependence.    
   These two medications, in addition to Quest 
Recovery & Prevention Services’s established 
Methadone clinic provides the most up-to-
date medication assisted treatment strategies 
available for people in Stark County.

REGIONAL TREATMENT CENTER IN STARK
  Opening just this past May, the Regional 
Center for Opiate Recovery, located on Quest 

Recovery & Prevention’s Regional Recovery 
Campus in Massillon, is a one-of-a-kind 
facility in Northeast Ohio providing a supportive 
environment for people wanting to take the first 
steps to recovery from opiate addiction. Serving 
an 8-county region in Northeast Ohio including 
Ashland, Carroll, Columbiana, Holmes, Stark, 
Tuscarawas, Portage and Wayne Counties, 
ReCOR is located at 1660 Nave Road SE in 
Massillon.
   ReCOR clients will have access to the most 
current treatment therapies including medi-
cation assisted treatment using Methadone 
and Suboxone. Clients will remain engaged in 
treatment at ReCOR an average from one to 
three weeks. Once treatment is over, Quest staff 
will refer clients to an alcohol and drug service 
provider close to their home to continue ongoing 
care. Clients wishing to make a same-day 
appointment can call 330-837-9411 and be 
assisted immediately. 

   The regional facility was brought to Stark 
County with the support of the Mental Health 
and Recovery Services Board of Stark County, 
the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services along with the other Ohio 
County Boards involved.

| It takes all of us working together to 
tackle our public health epidemic 

COMMUNITY UPDATE  |  2015

STARK COUNTY’S
OPIATE EPIDEMIC

| Evidence-based efforts focus on prescribing 
practices and treatment to reduce prescription 
opioid and heroin use disorders
   Earlier this year U.S. Health and Human 
Services announced a targeted initiative aimed 
at reducing prescription opioid and heroin 
related overdose, death and dependence. 
Deaths from drug overdose have risen steadily 
over the past two decades and currently 
outnumber deaths from car accidents in the 
United States and here at home in Stark County.
   The HHS efforts focus on three priority areas 
that tackle the opioid crisis, significantly 
impacting those struggling with substance use 
disorders and helping save lives:

1. Providing training and educational
resources, including updated prescriber 

guidelines, to assist health professionals in 
making informed prescribing decisions and 
address the over-prescribing of opioids.

2. Increasing use of Naloxone, as well as
continuing to support the development and 
distribution of the life-saving drug, to help 
reduce the number of deaths associated with 
prescription opioid and heroin overdose.

3. Expanding the use of Medication-
Assisted Treatment (MAT), a comprehensive 
way to address the needs of individuals 
that combines the use of medication with 
counseling and behavioral therapies to treat 
substance use disorders.

   Here in Stark County we are working to 
address the above strategies and more. 
Read about the collaborative efforts of the 
community in this Opiate Epidemic Update. 
   We need all stakeholders to help fight this 
public health epidemic. If you would like to 
become involved in these solutions, please 
contact Jackie Pollard, Director of Clinical 
Services at 330-455-6644 or jpollard@
starkmhrsb.org.
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   We all have a stake in ensuring Stark County remains a great place 
to work, live and raise children. It is crucial all sectors including law 
enforecment and criminal justice systems, the medical and business 
community, schools, families and more be involved for a healthy
Stark County.
   In partnership with the Mental Health and Recovery Services Board, 
the Opiate Task Force was created in 2011 as a place for Stark County to 
come together with people and resources and to provide a structure for our 
community response to the opiate epidemic. The Opiate Task Force meets 
on a monthly basis.
   To become involved, contact the Board’s Director of Clinical Services 
Jackie Pollard at 330-455-6644 or jpollard@starkmhrsb.org.
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| Expanding use of Medication Assisted Treatment 
(MAT) in Stark County

| ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES: Key to community awareness, safety and impact

STARK COUNTY’S DRUG TAKE BACK DAY
   Since 2010, 27,356 pounds of unneeded or 
expired medication, as well as the safe disposal 
of used needles and other sharps, has been 
collected during Stark County’s Drug Take Back 
Days. Through 2014, this successful collabora-
tion was held on the national Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) Drug Take Back Day in the fall 
and spring each year.

   In 2015, this effort became all local with help 
from MHRS Board, Stark County Anti-Drug Co-
alition, Stark County Sheriff’s Office, Tri-County 
Waste Management District, Stark County 
Police Chiefs’ Association, Mercy and Aultman 
Hospitals, Republic Steel and Vail Packaging. 
Plans are to hold this event annually in the Fall.  
To learn more, visit
StarkMHRSB.org/DrugTakeBackDay

16 PERMANENT DRUG COLLECTION 
BOXES ACROSS STARK COUNTY
   During the past two years the Stark County 
Anti-Drug Coalition provided leadership for 
the planning and implementation of the 
Stark County drug collection box network, 
coordinated purchase and installation of the 
boxes, developed the marketing materials 
necessary for ongoing community education 
and awareness, and is responsible for central 

data collection.  
The drug collection 
box network is 
a successful 
collaboration 
between 
county police 
departments, the 
Sheriff’s Office, 
Tri-County Waste 
Management 
District, Republic 

Steel, SOLACE of Stark County and Stark 
County Anti-Drug Coalition with 16 boxes 
strategically placed across the county.  Since 
May 2013, when collection boxes were first 
in place, 10,543 pounds of medication has 
been collected and safely destroyed without 
harm to the environment. To find a collection 
box nearest you, visit StarkMHRSB.org/
DrugCollection.
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Stark County law enforcement have Naloxone kits

First Opiate Task 
Force of Stark 
County meeting

   OPIATE TASK FORCE OF STARK COUNTY 
was created in December 2011 to address the 
increasing public health concern regarding 
opiates. Comprised of law enforcement, medical 
professionals, treatment providers, criminal 
justice, community leaders and parents, the Task 
Force is designed to bring people and resources 
together from all sectors of the community 
to develop and pursue goals and strategies 
including:
• Engage the community with a unified goal,
coordinate strategies and pool resources
• Coordinate and facilitate local opiate
prevention and education activities
• Coordinate and facilitate medical
professionals around prescribing practices 
involving opiates
• Create/enhance a support group for individuals
and families that have been impacted by opiate 
addiction
• Establish a fatal overdose review committee

   The Opiate Task Force meets on a monthly 
basis and has representation from all community 
sectors. Some Task Force projects include:
• Establish through Stark County Commissioners
a Day of Remembrance and Renewal to honor 
those who have lost their lives and celebrate 
those in recovery
• Coordinate Opiate Prevention town hall
meetings across the county
• Host Opiate Symposium trainings focusing on
continuing education for medical professionals, 
counselors, social workers, criminal justice and 
the community in the field of opiates
• Support the creation of a SOLACE Chapter in
Stark County to offer support advocacy for family 
and friends impacted by the epidemic
• Complete a mortality review to examine causes
of opiate related deaths to help inform further 
strategies and interventions
• Assist event coordination along with the Stark
County Anti-Drug Coalition for Stark County’s 

Drug Take Back Days
• Applied and received a grant from the Ohio
Department of Health to distribute Naloxone 
overdose kits to the community
• Coordinate training law enforcement in the use
of Naloxone, as well as distribute overdose kits to 
16 local police jurisdictions
• Assist coordination of attendees to the national
UNITE to Face Addiction Rally in Washington, 
D.C. to combat stigma
   In the coming year the Task Force will continue 
to focus on increasing community awareness 
and education by holding a Rally as well as the 
annual Opiate Symposium, increase the number 
of Project DAWN overdose kits distributed to the 
community, support the implementation of a 
syringe exchange program to thwart the spread 
of hepatitis and other illnesses associated with 
heroin use and develop an annual report to the 
community about the cross system efforts to 
address the opiate epidemic.

| HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY: Increased access to Naloxone kits to 
reduce deaths from overdose

   Project DAWN, funded by the Ohio Department 
of Health, is focused on drug overdose 
prevention and emergency first-aid education 
for suspected opioid overdose. In 2013, the 
Mental Health and Recovery Services Board 
of Stark County was awarded a two-year 
contract from the Ohio Department of Health 
for $24,000 per year to provide local education 
and distribution of overdose prevention kits 
containing Naloxone. 
   Funding was provided to Quest Recovery & 
Prevention Services to target clients receiving 
medication assisted treatment (Methadone, 
Suboxone, etc.), those leaving residential 

treatment and family or friends of clients.
   Funding was also provided to Crisis 
Intervention & Recovery Center to target 
residents being discharged from detoxification 
services in addition to the general community.
   Since March 2014, 317 kits have been 
distributed through June 2015. Among public 
distribution, there have been eight overdose 
reversals in this time period.
   In Eastern Stark County, the Alliance City 
Health Department provides Naloxone for 
Alliance Police Department and Marlboro 
Township Police, as well as for Eastern Stark 
residents.

   STARK COUNTY ANTI-DRUG COALITION 
began in 2006. The Coalition has been 
recognized on the local and state level for 
its work in substance abuse prevention and 
community education and awareness.
   The Coalition works with members of the local 
community such as law enforcement personnel, 
school administrators, students, guidance 
counselors, health care workers, alcohol and 
drug treatment providers, the faith-based 
community and local business leaders.
   Recent Coalition strategies to impact Stark 
County’s opiate epidemic include:
• Hosting a series of Opiate Town Hall
meetings in collaboration with the Opiate Task 
Force, beginning in January 2012 and held in 
strategic locations across Stark County such as 
Massillon, Alliance, Perry, and Jackson Township
• Hosting Operation Street Smart and Hidden in

Plain Sight

community presentations
• Creating the online Opiate Prevention
Toolkit in partnership with the Stark County 
Educational Service Center and the MHRS 
Board; an online collection of prevention 
resources and facts for students, parents and 
educators, the resource is grouped by ages for 
elementary, middle and high school students
• Development of community resources that
outline the importance of monitoring, securing 
and safely disposing of all medications in the 
home, office and on campus
• Creation of the 5-Point Strategy card for
adults to encourage safe medication practices
• Customized Gov. Kasich’s Start Talking
resources for Stark County residents
• In collaboration with YOUth Choose members,
parents and SOLACE members, the Coalition 
created a 
youth-driven

video that discusses the dangers of prescription 
drug misuse and abuse for use in Stark County 
Family Court, PSAs for County schools and 
during National Drug Facts Week in January
   This year, with support from the MHRS Board, 
the Coalition will be developing an opiate 
prevention curriculum, a science-based opiate 
prevention module that meets the mandates 
of HB 367 and the core curriculum guidelines. 
This age appropriate, science-based curriculum 
will be presented to students in fifth and eighth 
grades, as well as in high school to provide 
repeated and consistent information about the 
dangers of prescription drug and opiate misuse 
and abuse. Key to the success of the opiate 
prevention curriculum is parent involvement 
and stigma reduction; strategies for parent/
child engagement, prevention action 

steps and awareness are built into to 
each grade level module.

   In 2014, overdose kit pilot projects for 
law enforcement were implemented. Mental 
Health and Recovery Services Board of Stark 
County agreed to fund the cost for local police 
departments to have first kits available at no 
cost. To date, the following law enforcement 
organizations are equipped with opiate 
overdose kits through this program: 

Project DAWN opiate overdose kit 
distribution targets high risk Stark 
County populations (bold font indicates 
highest risk population)

• Emergency medical care for opioid 
poisoning

• Suspected illicit or nonmedical opioid 
user

• High dose opioid prescription (<80 mg 
morphine equivalence/day)

• Any methadone prescription to opioid naïve 
patient

• Any opioid use and smoking/COPD/
emphysema or other respiratory illness or 
obstruction

• Any opioid use and renal dysfunction or 
hepatic disease

• Any opioid use and HIV/AIDS
• Any opioid use and known or suspected 

concurrent alcohol use
• Any opioid use and concurrent 

benzodiazepine use or any concurrent 
sedating medication use

• Any opioid use and concurrent SSRI or TCA 
antidepressant use

• Released prisoners
• Any person released from opioid 

detoxification or mandatory abstinence 
program

• Voluntary request
• Patients entering Methadone 

maintenance treatment programs for 
addiction or pain

For more information on Naloxone distribution 
in Stark County, visit StarkMHRSB.org/
ProjectDAWN.

Brewster
Canal Fulton
Canton
Hartville
Hills and Dales
Jackson
Louisville
Magnolia

Massillon
North Canton
Perry
Stark County Parks
Stark County Sheriff
Stark State College
Walsh University
Waynesburg

   Of reported overdose reversals, at this time 
the Canton City Police Department has recorded 
five and the Stark County Sheriff’s Office has 
reported their first reversal.
   In 2015, Ohio Mental Health and Addiction 
Services allocated $13,000 to the Stark County 
Health Department for the purchase of Naloxone  
kits. The Health Department will oversee 
refilling opiate overdose kits for county law 
enforcement.

June 2006

Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network (OSAM)  
released a targeted initiative report on young heroin users 
and treatment experiences in Ohio describing an emerging 
trend of young people between ages 21-30 years old who 
were involved in the use of heroin prompting the MHRS 
Board to begin monitoring the utilization of treatment 
services for people with opioid use disorders

Sept
25
2010

First participated in national DEA 
Drug Take Back Day in which 
the Stark County Anti-Drug 
Coalition and the MHRS Board 
began providing stipends to police 
departments to offset the cost of 
time to participate in the program 

Nov
2011

Allocated funding 
to Quest Recovery & 
Prevention Services 
to begin pilot 
project utilizing the 
medication Suboxone 

Jan
2012

2012

Received collaborative grant 
dollars with the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services that incorporated 
the addiction services and 
expanded the use
of Suboxone

Participated in a two 
year statewide study 
through NIATX to 
examine ways to expand 
use of Suboxone

May
2013

July
2013

Increased/
expanded 
accessibility of 
detoxification 
services at Crisis 
Intervention & 
Recovery Center 

Received contract 
from Ohio Department 
of Health to distribute 
200 Naloxone opiate 
overdose kits over a 
two-year period

Sept
2013

Dec
19
2013

Day of 
Remembrance 
and Renewal 
recognized by 
Stark County 
Commissioners

Allocated 
resources to 
purchase Naloxone  
overdose kits 
for area law 
enforcement

July
2014

Participated in 
Legislation Day 
to advocate for 
the passage of a 
Good Samaritan 
Bill in Ohio

Nov
2014

Sept
2014

Received funding 
from state to 
develop a regional 
treatment campus 
for people with 
opiate addiction

May
2015

ReCor (Regional Center for 
Opiate Recovery) operated by 
Quest Recovery & Prevention 
Services opens and begins 
ambulatory detoxification and 
medication assisted recovery 
on a regional basis

Fully funded community 
distribution of Naloxone 
overdose kits through 
Crisis Intervention & 
Recovery Center and Quest 
Prevention & Recovery 
Services

July
2015

Aug
2015

Canton City Police 
becomes first law 
enforcement agency 
to carry Naloxone 
overdose kits funded 
by MHRS Board

Thirteen 
area law 
enforcement 
organizations 
are trained to 
carry Naloxone 
overdose kits

Sept
2015

Sept
2015

Allocates funding 
to develop a 
science-based 
opiate education 
curriculum for 
all Stark County 
schools

Organized, funded 
Stark County 
advocates to 
attend national 
UNITE to Face 
Addiction Rally in 
Washington, D.C.

Oct
2015

| COMMUNITY COALITIONS: Creating strategies for community change

Project DAWN: Providing free opiate overdose kits to public
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   Far too many lives 
have been lost and 
destroyed here in Stark 
County because of opiate 
addiction. Easy access to 
heroin and prescriptions, 
coupled with opiate’s 
inherently speedy 
biological consequences,  

is a recipe for a public 
health disaster. 
   It takes a communitywide effort to heal an 
epidemic of this kind. The solution is a multi-
faceted strategy in which many sectors need 
to be involved to ensure Stark County remains 
a great place to work, live and raise children. 
And the best part–you can do something about 
it. Now.

REDUCE ACCESS
Start by being a responsible consumer of 
prescription opiates. Talk to your doctor and 
pharmacist about why you might need the pain 
medication prescribed. Use the prescription 
exactly as directed. Don’t share your pills with 
others and above all, get rid of your unused 
medication properly. Don’t risk your meds 
getting into an illicit pipeline. Stark County 
Anti-Drug Coalition, a department of the 
Mental Health and Recovery Services Board, 
has collaborated with law enforcement and 
the Tri-County Waste District to establish more 
than a dozen permanent drug drop-off locations 
throughout Stark County. These locations are 
open 24 hours a day and seven days a week.
Find a drop box near you online at StarkMHRSB.
org/DrugCollection.

REDUCE STIGMA AND SUPPORT RECOVERY
When you see a loved one, or someone at work 
or school, struggling with addiction please help 
them hurdle stigma which may be stopping 
them from getting help. Addiction is a brain 
disorder, not a character flaw. Shame and guilt 
are primary reasons people don’t seek help. 
Recovery chances are greater for those who get 
into treatment earlier. Offer a hand.

TEACH PREVENTION EARLY
Talk with your children. Gov. Kasich’s Start 
Talking prevention program helps parents begin 
conversations about drugs and consequences. 
Did you know 66% of youth say fear of losing 
their parents’ respect and pride is one of 
the main reasons they don’t do drugs? The 
governor’s program is online at StartTalking.
Ohio.gov.

USE LOCAL RESOURCES 
In a collaboration with the Stark County 
Educational Service Center and the Stark 
County Anti-Drug Coalition, the Board 
developed an online Opiate Prevention 
Toolkit for students, teachers, parents and 
community members. It is full of information, 
resources, tools and links at StarkMHRSB.org/
OpiateToolkit.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME AND TALENT
Volunteers who want to make a difference are 
needed on several Board-supported community 
advocacy organizations. Consider becoming 
involved in SOLACE of Stark County, a group 
devoted to those who have lost someone to drug 
abuse, suicide, violence or incarceration by 
contacting Dale Batdorff at 330-323-7605.

   The Stark County Anti-Drug Coalition is 
a partnership of law enforcement, schools, 
faith-based organizations, parents, youth, 
business, health care and treatment providers 
who work to increase public awareness of the 
harmful effects of substance abuse. To become 
involved contact Health and Wellness Manager 
Fran Gerbig at 330-455-6644 or fgerbig@
starkmhrsb.org.
   The Opiate Task Force was created for all 
sectors of Stark County to collaborate on the 
growing opiate issue. To become involved 
contact the Board’s Director of Clinical Services 
Jackie Pollard at 330-455-6644 or jpollard@
starkmhrsb.org.
   Here at the Mental Health and Recovery 
Services Board, staff and volunteers will 
continue to reach out with education 
and training designed for clinicians and 
professionals, develop new community 
prevention strategies, continue our work with 
the criminal justice system on increasing 
capacity and specialized treatment options, 
provide information and education to 
community medical professionals, work toward 
improved engagement in treatment and 
explore innovative evidence-based treatment 
for opiates. Funding and increased access for 
treatment services continues to be a challenge. 
The Board will continue to advocate in
this arena.
   The opiate epidemic is significantly impacting 
our nation. I am thankful that in Stark County, 
we have a collaborative spirit among service 
providers, the criminal justice systems, key 
funders and concerned community leaders who 
are addressing this situation as the multi-
faceted public health threat it is.

John R. Aller, PCC, LICDC
Exeutive Director

| Every resident can do something about Stark County’s opiate epidemic

STARK COUNTY DAY OF REMEMBERANCE AND RENEWAL: With the removal of shame is the hope of survival

The holiday season is especially hard for families who are 
missing a loved one lost to opiate addiction. On December 
19, 2013 the Opiate Task Force worked with Stark County 
Comissioners to declare a Stark County Day of Rememberance 
and Renewal to raise awareness and remove shame and 
stigma from seeking help. 
   “By eliminating prejudice, the tragic loss of life from drug 
related deaths will diminish. The memory of our children, our 

relatives and our friends who have passed, will live on in our 
hearts, forever honored and memorialized.”
   The tolling of the bells at the Opiate Symposium honors each 
life lost this past year to the disease of opiate addiction.
   An evening Candlelight Remembrance Ceremony is held by 
SOLACE of Stark County in conjunction with the anniversary of 
the Stark County Day of Remembrance and Renewal.
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| Reducing social stigma is key to making sustainable progress

Originally from Uniontown, Keelan started 
misusing alcohol and marijuana with friends at 
the age of 13. Now sober six years, she looks 
back on how she developed an addiction to 
opiates.
“I was addicted to opiates. Painkillers, 
Fentanyl, I did heroin a couple times, but I 
really wanted prescriptions, and I wanted the 
strongest that I could have. I needed it.”  
   “I had herniated discs in my lower back at 
first. That’s how it first started. I could go into 
the doctor and let him know that I needed 
a prescription for this or that. But it wasn’t 
enough for me after a while, I needed more and 
more. So I just wanted something stronger so I 

didn’t have to take as much. People who are 
addicted to anything – if you really need it 
you’re going to find it. I would buy prescriptions 
off people who had cancer. I would trade 

different things, or I would do yard work for 
senior citizens who had prescriptions. I did 
anything and everything I needed to do in order 
to get it.”
   After joining a 12-step program and getting 
involved in the recovery community, Keelan 
is now a full-time student at Kent State 
University at Stark. She earned her Chemical 
Dependency Counselor Assistant (CDCA) 
License and uses her counseling skills 
and learned experience to volunteer at an 
outpatient treatment center in Canton.
   “I love working with women who are still in 
addiction, struggling or very new to recovery,” 
Keelan says. “That’s my passion.”

Now in recovery, Mark lived with an opiate 
addiction for 8-10 years while residing in 
North Canton, Ohio.
   “I can remember the first person that I did 
dope with and that person’s dead. That was 
the first friend of mine that overdosed. If you 
would have told me two years before that that 
I would be walking into places and committing 
crimes; that I’d be stealing from my family; that 
I’d be stealing from people; that I’d be lying, 
cheating, doing all these things – I never would 
have believed it. Until I found myself in that 
place.”
   “I can tell you right now, I’m alive because 
of Narcan. I’m alive because of Suboxone. I’m 
alive because there are doctors like Dr. Lewis.”

  “I got a car now. I got a 2004 Toyota Camry. 
It’s got 120,000 miles on it. To me, that’s 
like a Cadillac. I’ve got a beautiful girlfriend 
that loves me and I love her. My family – 
they’re letting me come back around again. 

They’re still a little apprehensive, but, you 
know, my sister, I think she’s actually starting 
to see a little bit of a difference because I’m 
consistently calling her and I’m clean. I’m not 
asking her for anything. All I’m saying is, ‘Sis, 
how you doing? I love you.’ I’ve gotten so many 
relationships back. And, nothing’s perfect. Life 
is hard. That’s just the way that it is. But I’m 
just grateful and thankful to be alive.”

Naloxone (also known as Narcan®) is a 
medication that can reverse an overdose 
caused by an opioid drug (heroin or 
prescription pain medications). For more 
information on Naloxone distribution in Stark 
County, visit StarkMHRSB.org/ProjectDAWN

text

MY RECOVERY STORY: Mark Mancini

MY RECOVERY STORY: Keelan Moore

   SOLACE of Stark County was established by 
the Opiate Task Force in May 2012 to support 
families who had lost a child to an opiate 
overdose or who were struggling to understand 
and care of a child in active opiate addiction. 
   Based on the original SOLACE chapter 
established in Portsmouth, Ohio, SOLACE of 
Stark County is supported by the fundraising 
efforts of the Batdorff families. Each year, Dale 
and Terrie Batdorff, supported by their extended 
and church families, sponsor the Dustin 
Batdorff Invitational: Drop Kick the Addiction 

Professional Wrestling tournament. The DBI was 
created in memory of the Batdorff’s son, Dustin, 
who died in 2011 of a heroin overdose prior to 
his admission to a treatment program. 
   The DBI has successfully raised funds that 
have been used in Stark County to purchase 
many of the drug collection boxes, provide 
education and training opportunities for 
students, families and community members, as 
well as opportunities for community awareness 
and stigma reduction. SOLACE of Stark County 
has purchased billboards honoring sons and 

daughters lost to heroin 
overdoses, has established 
the Stark County Wall of 
Remembrance and sponsors 
an annual candlelight 
remembrance ceremony 

in conjunction with the Stark County Day of 
Remembrance and Renewal. SOLACE of Stark 
County meets monthly throughout the year.
   For more information about SOLACE of Stark 
County, contact Dale Batdorff at 330-323-7605 
or at facebook.com/Solace-of-Stark-County.

According to the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities, the number one reason people do not seek help is because of social 
stigma. You can make a difference. Start a conversation. For tips on how, visit StartTalking.Ohio.gov.

SOLACE OF STARK COUNTY
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Stark County law enforcement have Naloxone kits

First Opiate Task 
Force of Stark 
County meeting

   OPIATE TASK FORCE OF STARK COUNTY 
was created in December 2011 to address the 
increasing public health concern regarding 
opiates. Comprised of law enforcement, medical 
professionals, treatment providers, criminal 
justice, community leaders and parents, the Task 
Force is designed to bring people and resources 
together from all sectors of the community 
to develop and pursue goals and strategies 
including:
• Engage the community with a unified goal, 
coordinate strategies and pool resources
• Coordinate and facilitate local opiate 
prevention and education activities
• Coordinate and facilitate medical 
professionals around prescribing practices 
involving opiates
• Create/enhance a support group for individuals 
and families that have been impacted by opiate 
addiction
• Establish a fatal overdose review committee

   The Opiate Task Force meets on a monthly 
basis and has representation from all community 
sectors. Some Task Force projects include:
• Establish through Stark County Commissioners 
a Day of Remembrance and Renewal to honor 
those who have lost their lives and celebrate 
those in recovery
• Coordinate Opiate Prevention town hall 
meetings across the county
• Host Opiate Symposium trainings focusing on 
continuing education for medical professionals, 
counselors, social workers, criminal justice and 
the community in the field of opiates
• Support the creation of a SOLACE Chapter in 
Stark County to offer support advocacy for family 
and friends impacted by the epidemic
• Complete a mortality review to examine causes 
of opiate related deaths to help inform further 
strategies and interventions
• Assist event coordination along with the Stark 
County Anti-Drug Coalition for Stark County’s 

Drug Take Back Days
• Applied and received a grant from the Ohio 
Department of Health to distribute Naloxone 
overdose kits to the community
• Coordinate training law enforcement in the use 
of Naloxone, as well as distribute overdose kits to 
16 local police jurisdictions
• Assist coordination of attendees to the national 
UNITE to Face Addiction Rally in Washington, 
D.C. to combat stigma
   In the coming year the Task Force will continue 
to focus on increasing community awareness 
and education by holding a Rally as well as the 
annual Opiate Symposium, increase the number 
of Project DAWN overdose kits distributed to the 
community, support the implementation of a 
syringe exchange program to thwart the spread 
of hepatitis and other illnesses associated with 
heroin use and develop an annual report to the 
community about the cross system efforts to 
address the opiate epidemic.

| HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY: Increased access to Naloxone kits to 
reduce deaths from overdose

   Project DAWN, funded by the Ohio Department 
of Health, is focused on drug overdose 
prevention and emergency first-aid education 
for suspected opioid overdose. In 2013, the 
Mental Health and Recovery Services Board 
of Stark County was awarded a two-year 
contract from the Ohio Department of Health 
for $24,000 per year to provide local education 
and distribution of overdose prevention kits 
containing Naloxone. 
   Funding was provided to Quest Recovery & 
Prevention Services to target clients receiving 
medication assisted treatment (Methadone, 
Suboxone, etc.), those leaving residential 

treatment and family or friends of clients.
   Funding was also provided to Crisis 
Intervention & Recovery Center to target 
residents being discharged from detoxification 
services in addition to the general community.
   Since March 2014, 317 kits have been 
distributed through June 2015. Among public 
distribution, there have been eight overdose 
reversals in this time period.
   In Eastern Stark County, the Alliance City 
Health Department provides Naloxone for 
Alliance Police Department and Marlboro 
Township Police, as well as for Eastern Stark 
residents.

   STARK COUNTY ANTI-DRUG COALITION 
began in 2006. The Coalition has been 
recognized on the local and state level for 
its work in substance abuse prevention and 
community education and awareness.
   The Coalition works with members of the local 
community such as law enforcement personnel, 
school administrators, students, guidance 
counselors, health care workers, alcohol and 
drug treatment providers, the faith-based 
community and local business leaders.
   Recent Coalition strategies to impact Stark 
County’s opiate epidemic include:
• Hosting a series of Opiate Town Hall 
meetings in collaboration with the Opiate Task 
Force, beginning in January 2012 and held in 
strategic locations across Stark County such as 
Massillon, Alliance, Perry, and Jackson Township
• Hosting Operation Street Smart and Hidden in 

Plain Sight

community presentations
• Creating the online Opiate Prevention 
Toolkit in partnership with the Stark County 
Educational Service Center and the MHRS 
Board; an online collection of prevention 
resources and facts for students, parents and 
educators, the resource is grouped by ages for 
elementary, middle and high school students
• Development of community resources that 
outline the importance of monitoring, securing 
and safely disposing of all medications in the 
home, office and on campus
• Creation of the 5-Point Strategy card for 
adults to encourage safe medication practices.
• Customized Gov. Kasich’s Start Talking 
resources for Stark County residents.
• In collaboration with YOUth Choose members, 
parents and SOLACE members, the Coalition 
created a 
youth-driven

video that discusses the dangers of prescription 
drug misuse and abuse for use in Stark County 
Family Court, PSAs for County schools and 
during National Drug Facts Week in January
   This year, with support from the MHRS Board, 
the Coalition will be developing an opiate 
prevention curriculum, a science-based opiate 
prevention module that meets the mandates 
of HB 367 and the core curriculum guidelines. 
This age appropriate, science-based curriculum 
will be presented to students in grades fith 
and eighth grads, as well as in high school to 
provide repeated and consistent information 
about the dangers of prescription drug and 
opiate misuse and abuse. Key to the success 
of the opiate prevention curriculum is parent 
involvement and stigma reduction; strategies 
for parent/child engagement, prevention action 

steps and awareness are built into to 
each grade level module.

   In 2014, overdose kit pilot projects for 
law enforcement were implemented. Mental 
Health and Recovery Services Board of Stark 
County agreed to fund the cost for local police 
departments to have first kits available at no 
cost. To date, the following law enforcement 
organizations are equipped with opiate 
overdose kits through this program: 

Project DAWN opiate overdose kit 
distribution targets high risk Stark 
County populations (bold font indicates 
highest risk population)

• Emergency medical care for opioid 
poisoning

• Suspected illicit or nonmedical opioid 
user

• High dose opioid prescription (<80 mg 
morphine equivalence/day)

• Any methadone prescription to opioid naïve 
patient

• Any opioid use and smoking/COPD/
emphysema or other respiratory illness or 
obstruction

• Any opioid use and renal dysfunction or 
hepatic disease

• Any opioid use and HIV/AIDS
• Any opioid use and known or suspected 

concurrent alcohol use
• Any opioid use and concurrent 

benzodiazepine use or any concurrent 
sedating medication use

• Any opioid use and concurrent SSRI or TCA 
antidepressant use

• Released prisoners
• Any person released from opioid 

detoxification or mandatory abstinence 
program

• Voluntary request
• Patients entering Methadone 

maintenance treatment programs for 
addiction or pain

For more information on Naloxone distribution 
in Stark County, visit StarkMHRSB.org/
ProjectDAWN.

Brewster
Canal Fulton
Canton
Hartville
Hills and Dales
Jackson
Louisville
Magnolia

Massillon
North Canton
Perry
Stark County Parks
Stark County Sheriff
Stark State College
Walsh University
Waynesburg

   Of reported overdose reversals, at this time 
the Canton City Police Department has recorded 
five and the Stark County Sheriff’s Office has 
reported their first reversal.
   In 2015, Ohio Mental Health and Addiction 
Services allocated $13,000 to the Stark County 
Health Department for the purchase of Naloxone  
kits. The Health Department will oversee 
refilling opiate overdose kits for county law 
enforcement.

June 2006

Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network (OSAM)  
released a targeted initiative report on young heroin users 
and treatment experiences in Ohio describing an emerging 
trend of young people between ages 21-30 years old who 
were involved in the use of heroin prompting the MHRS 
Board to begin monitoring the utilization of treatment 
services for people with opioid use disorders

Sept
25
2010

First participated in national DEA 
Drug Take Back Day in which 
the Stark County Anti-Drug 
Coalition and the MHRS Board 
began providing stipends to police 
departments to offset the cost of 
time to participate in the program 

Nov
2011

Allocated funding 
to Quest Recovery & 
Prevention Services 
to begin pilot 
project utilizing the 
medication Suboxone 

Jan
2012

2012

Received collaborative grant 
dollars with the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services that incorporated 
the addiction services and 
expanded the use
of Suboxone

Participated in a two 
year statewide study 
through NIATX to 
examine ways to expand 
use of Suboxone

May
2013

July
2013

Increased/
expanded 
accessibility of 
detoxification 
services at Crisis 
Intervention & 
Recovery Center 

Received contract 
from Ohio Department 
of Health to distribute 
200 Naloxone opiate 
overdose kits over a 
two-year period

Sept
2013

Dec
19
2013

Day of 
Remembrance 
and Renewal 
recognized by 
Stark County 
Commissioners

Allocated 
resources to 
purchase Naloxone  
overdose kits 
for area law 
enforcement

July
2014

Participated in 
Legislation Day 
to advocate for 
the passage of a 
Good Samaritan 
Bill in Ohio

Nov
2014

Sept
2014

Received funding 
from state to 
develop a regional 
treatment campus 
for people with 
opiate addiction

May
2015

ReCor (Regional Center for 
Opiate Recovery) operated by 
Quest Recovery & Prevention 
Services opens and begins 
ambulatory detoxification and 
medication assisted recovery 
on a regional basis

Fully funded community 
distribution of Naloxone 
overdose kits through 
Crisis Intervention & 
Recovery Center and Quest 
Prevention & Recovery 
Services

July
2015

Aug
2015

Canton City Police 
becomes first law 
enforcement agency 
to carry Naloxone 
overdose kits funded 
by MHRS Board

Thirteen 
area law 
enforcement 
organizations 
are trained to 
carry Naloxone 
overdose kits

Sept
2015

Sept
2015

Allocates funding 
to develop a 
science-based 
opiate education 
curriculum for 
all Stark County 
schools

Organized, funded 
Stark County 
advocates to 
attend national 
UNITE to Face 
Addiction Rally in 
Washington, D.C.

Oct
2015

| COMMUNITY COALITIONS: Creating strategies for community change

Project DAWN: Providing free opiate overdose kits to public
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   In 2011, the MHRS Board provided funding 
to begin a pilot program at Quest for the use 
of Buprenorphine (brand name Suboxone). 
Buprenorphine is a partial opioid agonist and is 
one of several medications that is used in the 
treatment of opiate dependence.
   In December 2015, the Board is reviewing a 
proposal to fund the use of Naltrexone (brand 
name Vivitrol) injections.  Naltrexone is a once 
per month injectable medication that acts as 
an opioid antagonist medication to treat opiate 
dependence as well as alcohol dependence.    
   These two medications, in addition to Quest 
Recovery & Prevention Services’s established 
Methadone clinic provides the most up-to-
date medication assisted treatment strategies 
available for people in Stark County.

REGIONAL TREATMENT CENTER IN STARK
  Opening just this past May, the Regional 
Center for Opiate Recovery, located on Quest 

Recovery & Prevention’s Regional Recovery 
Campus in Massillon, is a one-of-a-kind 
facility in Northeast Ohio providing a supportive 
environment for people wanting to take the first 
steps to recovery from opiate addiction. Serving 
an 8-county region in Northeast Ohio including 
Ashland, Carroll, Columbiana, Holmes, Stark, 
Tuscarawas, Portage and Wayne Counties, 
ReCOR is located at 1660 Nave Road SE in 
Massillon.
   ReCOR clients will have access to the most 
current treatment therapies including medi-
cation assisted treatment using Methadone 
and Suboxone. Clients will remain engaged in 
treatment at ReCOR an average from one to 
three weeks. Once treatment is over, Quest staff 
will refer clients to an alcohol and drug service 
provider close to their home to continue ongoing 
care. Clients wishing to make a same-day 
appointment can call 330-837-9411 and be 
assisted immediately. 

   The regional facility was brought to Stark 
County with the support of the Mental Health 
and Recovery Services Board of Stark County, 
the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services along with the other Ohio 
County Boards involved.

| It takes all of us working together to 
tackle our public health epidemic 
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STARK COUNTY’S
OPIATE EPIDEMIC

| Evidence-based efforts focus on prescribing 
practices and treatment to reduce prescription 
opioid and heroin use disorders
   Earlier this year U.S. Health and Human 
Services announced a targeted initiative aimed 
at reducing prescription opioid and heroin 
related overdose, death and dependence. 
Deaths from drug overdose have risen steadily 
over the past two decades and currently 
outnumber deaths from car accidents in the 
United States and here at home in Stark County.
   The HHS efforts focus on three priority areas 
that tackle the opioid crisis, significantly 
impacting those struggling with substance use 
disorders and helping save lives:

1. Providing training and educational
resources, including updated prescriber 

guidelines, to assist health professionals in 
making informed prescribing decisions and 
address the over-prescribing of opioids.

2. Increasing use of Naloxone, as well as
continuing to support the development and 
distribution of the life-saving drug, to help 
reduce the number of deaths associated with 
prescription opioid and heroin overdose.

3. Expanding the use of Medication-
Assisted Treatment (MAT), a comprehensive 
way to address the needs of individuals 
that combines the use of medication with 
counseling and behavioral therapies to treat 
substance use disorders.

   Here in Stark County we are working to 
address the above strategies and more. 
Read about the collaborative efforts of the 
community in this Opiate Epidemic Update. 
   We need all stakeholders to help fight this 
public health epidemic. If you would like to 
become involved in these solutions, please 
contact Jackie Pollard, Director of Clinical 
Services at 330-455-6644 or jpollard@
starkmhrsb.org.

StarkMHRSB.org   |   December 2015 

   We all have a stake in ensuring Stark County remains a great place 
to work, live and raise children. It is crucial all sectors including law 
enforecment and criminal justice systems, the medical and business 
community, schools, families and more be involved for a healthy
Stark County.
   In partnership with the Mental Health and Recovery Services Board, 
the Opiate Task Force was created in 2011 as a place for Stark County to 
come together with people and resources and to provide a structure for our 
community response to the opiate epidemic. The Opiate Task Force meets 
on a monthly basis.
   To become involved, contact the Board’s Director of Clinical Services 
Jackie Pollard at 330-455-6644 or jpollard@starkmhrsb.org.
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| Expanding use of Medication Assisted Treatment 
(MAT) in Stark County

| ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES: Key to community awareness, safety and impact

STARK COUNTY’S DRUG TAKE BACK DAY
   Since 2010, 27,356 pounds of unneeded or 
expired medication, as well as the safe disposal 
of used needles and other sharps, has been 
collected during Stark County’s Drug Take Back 
Days. Through 2014, this successful collabora-
tion was held on the national Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) Drug Take Back Day in the fall 
and spring each year.

   In 2015, this effort became all local with help 
from MHRS Board, Stark County Anti-Drug Co-
alition, Stark County Sheriff’s Office, Tri-County 
Waste Management District, Stark County 
Police Chiefs’ Association, Mercy and Aultman 
Hospitals, Republic Steel and Vail Packaging. 
Plans are to hold this event annually in the Fall.  
To learn more, visit
StarkMHRSB.org/DrugTakeBackDay

16 PERMANENT DRUG COLLECTION 
BOXES ACROSS STARK COUNTY
   During the past two years the Stark County 
Anti-Drug Coalition provided leadership for 
the planning and implementation of the 
Stark County drug collection box network, 
coordinated purchase and installation of the 
boxes, developed the marketing materials 
necessary for ongoing community education 
and awareness, and is responsible for central 

data collection.  
The drug collection 
box network is 
a successful 
collaboration 
between 
county police 
departments, the 
Sheriff’s Office, 
Tri-County Waste 
Management 
District, Republic 

Steel, SOLACE of Stark County and Stark 
County Anti-Drug Coalition with 16 boxes 
strategically placed across the county.  Since 
May 2013, when collection boxes were first 
in place, 10,543 pounds of medication has 
been collected and safely destroyed without 
harm to the environment. To find a collection 
box nearest you, visit StarkMHRSB.org/
DrugCollection.
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